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Review by John Nelson

I found this book a compelling read. In fact, I couldn’t put it down. I recommend it.
In this book, Alan Storkey examines the politics of Jesus - reading out from the life and work of Christ. He explores the political implications of Jesus’ life, teachings. death and resurrection, and exposes us to Jesus’ basic political principles.

He reflects on the political significance of Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of God. Jesus proclaims it as a truth governing our existence. We enter it by faith in him and as people who willingly submit to the ways of God. Entry requires repentance, personal and communal. Living on God’s terms requires the laying down of self-pride and self-referencing politics. Politically, this Kingdom stands on its own terms, ruled by the self-effacing One, practising mercy, justice and the caring of the weak. It stands against self-worshipping kingdoms and ruler-gods.

He identifies Jesus’ political principles reflected in parables, his teaching and his actions and have a long development in the Old Testament; and paints an inspiring picture of Jesus as world ruler.
Jesus’ political principles   
(1) All people that on earth do dwell: He deems every person important in his teaching and shows it by his actions. The government of God is for every person: all are made in his image. 

(2) Peacemaking: (Whereas) we practice peacemaking with hypocrisy. We try to stop wars but sell arms. We abhor war except when we want to fight. 

(3) Dwelling in truth: (Whereas) with us the relationship between truth and politics is ambiguous. Truthfulness has often been an absent or unwelcome guest in politics; and, often, a battle between truth and political power.

(4) Integrity rather than popularity: (Whereas) as is often the case, if the deepest value our politicians have is being liked and voted for, we have a degenerate system.

(5) Power, freedom and weakness:  Jesus renounces control over for gentle freedom
(6) Reconciliation: Possible only when ethnocentrism is broken

(7) Stewardship: The underlying truth lies in the status of what we have been given, ultimately by God, often by others. We do not have any absolute claim to it.

(8) The poor and compassion: The Kingdom parables teach neighbour love and

      compassion. 
(9) Political toleration: This, with us, is a matter of global political concern.

 Jesus as world ruler

“He is the gentle world ruler. His is not a worldwide superpower because he does not control. His programme involves no military conquest or imposition; he comes as a man of peace and allows voluntary responses. There is no bureaucracy and legalism. His rule takes place, or does not take place, in the hearts and lives of everyone.

But his rule is no soft ouch. He insists on his own terms of government. He deconstructs all the privileges of wealth, race and nation. Being an American or a Jew

counts for nothing; indeed, it is to be scorned.  He insists that we move from ethnocentrism into true relationship with God and our neighbours. He is no local hero, but the ruler of the nations. He names injustice and hypocrisy. What he requires cannot be mollified into self-serving politics. Though we try to reshape the pot, it has been fired and is as hard as iron.

Yet the Christ is not only the ruler who governs, but also the one who carries his people. This is the most difficult to conceive. Popular democratic politics looks for the crowd-pleasing leader, the one who does what the people want. But Jesus has realised what is wrong with the people. They are a sorry lot, trapped in their own failures, but still he loves them. He is the Sovereign Lord who gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart. He is the ruler on whom we lay our insoluble burdens. Jesus us so far beyond us that, as we follow the journey to Jerusalem, we will never really catch up.”

Complete with a short annotated Bibliography on Christian Politics, this is a book well worth reading! 
